
Pre-Calculus Mathematics I (Math 153) 

Classroom Syllabus, Grading, and Expectations 

 

Instructor: Karissa Beckman            Text: Precalculus with Limits: A Graphing Approach 

Email: beckmank@rainier.wednet.edu                  2012: Ron Larson 

 

Welcome Back and What Class Will Look Like 

 

Welcome Back!!!! I hope you all had a fantastic summer and are ready to begin learning some math. As 

we all know, school will be looking much different than it has in the past. Unfortunately, I don’t get the 

privilege of seeing you in person or for as much time as I would like. However, I want all of you to know 

that I will be working hard to try and teach you so that you can be successful. We might hit some bumps 

on the road and some frozen zoom sessions but in the end I am confident that you will come out of this a 

more knowledgeable mathematician. As of now the plan is to meet live during the morning session where 

I will teach you just as if we were at school. You will need to have a notebook to take notes on and will 

be able to ask questions while I am going over the lesson. I will then give you an assignment to practice 

the topics covered and you will be able to work on it in the afternoons. I will be available during the 

afternoon office hours for any questions you might have. The 30 minute class period will fly so please be 

on time and ready to go. I am still debating on Zoom versus Google Meets but will be posting everything 

on Google Classroom so please make sure and check daily. 

 

Course Description 
 

Precalculus I is a course that helps prepare students to take Calculus and calculus based science 

courses. Students will use a numerical, graphical, and algebraic approach to assist in their 

progression through the topics. Students will be able to take the class and earn either a high 

school credit or, by achieving a cut score on the math Accuplacer exam, students will be able to 

earn dual credit in both high school and college through Central Washington University. We will 

begin the year reviewing some of last year’s topics in order to best prepare you for the 

Accuplacer exam that you will take at the end of September.  

 

Course Objectives and Outcomes 

 

The Precalculus I course goals: 

1. Analyze functions and equations numerically, algebraically, and graphically. 

2. Model real world problems with appropriate functions. 

3. Use technology to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and verify 

conclusions. 

4. Determine the reasonableness of solutions. 

5. Communicate mathematically. 
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Precalculus I topics/objectives: 

1. Functions and their graphs. More specifically: linear, quadratic, absolute value, cubic, 

square root, piecewise, and rational. Perform transformations of the graphs. 

2. Functions and how to evaluate, perform operations, find composite functions and 

inverse functions. Determine whether functions are even/odd. Determine if a 

graph/equation is a function or one-to-one. 

3. Analyze graphs and determine domain and range, intervals of increase/decrease, 

maximums and minimums, and zeros. 

4. Polynomial functions. More specifically: finding real and complex zeros. Graphing 

accurately using zeros. 

5. Rational functions. Graphing, finding horizontal and vertical asymptotes, slant 

asymptotes, and holes. 

6. Exponential and logarithmic functions. Students will graph, know the properties of, 

and solve problems involving both exponential and logarithmic functions. 

 

Technology: 

Students will be required to use a graphing calculator on a daily basis. I recommend a TI-    

84. If the student does not have their own graphing calculator then he or she will be able 

to check one out from the high school. Students will become familiar with the various 

features of their calculator and how to graph in appropriate windows, calculate values, 

calculate maximums and minimums, calculate zeros and points of intersection. 

 

Grading 

 A. Scale 

 93-100%   A  73-76%    C 

 90-92%     A-  70-72%    C- 

 87-89%     B+  67-69%    D+ 

 83-86%     B  63-66%    D 

 80-82%     B-  59-62%    D- 

 77-79%     C+  Below 59% F 

  

 B. Where do grades come from? 

 Tests/Projects 70% 

 Homework 25% 

 Notebook 5% 

 

 C. Tests 

All Tests will be worth 100 points. There will be approximately five tests a semester and 

students will know at least one week in advance when the test will be. There will be one 

full day of review before the test. Tests will be given live. When it is time for the test I 

will expect students to have their device with a camera pointing at their test the entire 

time. As soon as students are finished with the test I expect them to immediately submit it 

to Google Classroom. Due to the fact that periods are short and this is a college class the 

tests may need to be given in the afternoon. When we are nearing a test the students and I 

will discuss the best time to take the test.  



D. College Final 

For those enrolled in the college course there will be a cumulative final at the end of the 

semester created by Central Washington University. All students earning college credit 

will be required to take the final. 20% of their college grade will be based off of the final. 

The other 80% will be the grade earned for the high school credit. 

 

 E. Homework/Assignments 

Assignments will be given daily based off of the morning lesson. The assignments will be 

due by midnight the day after assigned. For example…after Monday morning’s lesson I 

will assign some practice problems for students to work on independently. The 

assignment will be due by Tuesday at midnight. This gives students the opportunity to 

ask questions during the afternoon office hours. Students will need to take a picture of 

their assignment and send it to their Google Classroom. The easiest way to do this is to 

get the Drive or Google Classroom App. 

Grading: Each assignment is worth 5 points and is graded on completion and 

work shown. If the homework is only partially finished or work is not shown, 

points will be taken off. 

 

Success in this Class 
Precalculus can be a difficult and challenging class for many students. The following is 

my advice to students for success in the class. 

1. Don’t be absent. Make every effort to be in class daily and participate. 

2. Do the homework. You get better when you practice. 

3. Ask questions. Don’t be afraid to ask group or individual questions when appropriate. 

Sometimes the smallest of clarifications can make a huge impact on your learning. 

4. Enjoy the class. Math is fun! There is real satisfaction when you have worked through 

a problem and arrived at a viable and accurate solution. 

 

I know this is going to be a great year.  

 

Please click on the link below to fill out a small form that lets me know that you have read the 

syllabus and allows you to ask any questions. 

 

Syllabus 

 

 

https://forms.gle/G2s6MJ8FnpafUWor5

